
Elizabeth Ellis and Heather Cox received the MAVA Mary Wiser Award for Excellence in 
Volunteer Administration. 
 
The award was given to Elizabeth Ellis in recognition to her many contributions to the 
development of the Volunteer Impact Leadership Training series, being an expert trainer for the 
series, leading Train the Trainers, serving as Chair of MAVA Connections, contributing to the 
MAVA “Tool Kit for Building Peer Professional Networks”, serving as chair of DOVIA, 
involvement in the founding of MAVA and many other contributions to the field. 
 
The award was given to Heather Cox in recognition to her contribution to the Volunteer Impact 
Leadership Training Series though leading many modules, providing in-service training for 
trainers and contributing her professional training skills in many ways to elevate the overall 
quality of the series; service on the MAVA Volunteerism in Immigrant and Refugee and VRL 
Oversight Committees; and overall leadership to the field. 


