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Outstanding Adult Volunteer

Joan Higinbotham

Joan Higinbotham exemplifies the spirit of volunteerism. An expert in the field of non-profit leadership and fundraising, Joan serves on the boards or committees of numerous Minnesota non-profits including the Ann Bancroft Foundation, the MN Historical Society, the Pfund Foundation, the League of Women Voters, the Women’s Foundation, and our organization, Rainbow Rumpus. Rainbow Rumpus publishes an online magazine for kids and teens with lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) parents. Her service as board co-chair during Rainbow Rumpus’s start up years exemplifies the qualities that have enabled her to touch the lives of thousands through volunteering. Joan is insightful, passionate, responsible, generous, and talented at developing the leadership of others.  She played a key role in the creation of our first strategic plan. She is someone who will both offer high-level strategic insights when developing a plan, and roll up her sleeves to help with day-to-day work.  Explorer Ann Bancroft, who started a foundation to support women and girls in pursuing their dreams and reaching their full potential, said of Joan, “Joan helped me get to the South Pole back in the 90's and then across Antarctica in 2000. I have known her for many years in many roles. What she has done for the Ann Bancroft Foundation is immeasurable. I endorse her nomination wholeheartedly, and know that I am part of a large chorus.”
Inspiring excellence in the leadership of volunteers to impact communities.
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